	
	
	



  DRAFT MINUTES

CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council to be held on Thursday 2nd October 2024 at 7.30 p.m. in Pulverbatch Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. B. Higgins
               Cllr. L. Clarkson
               Cllr. L. Leong
               Cllr. P. Taylor
               Cllr. P. Whitley
               
Also present: Anne Wilson Parish
                      Cllr. D. Morris Shropshire Councillor


32/2025 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to receive apologies of absence for this meeting from:

· Councillor D. Talyor - personal reasons
· Councillor J. Conde – personal reasons


33/2025 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and residents to the meeting.


34/2025 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.



35/2025 Public Question Time and Participation

There were no members of the public present.


36/2025 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 25th July 2024.
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37/2025   Finance

i) Payments 

RESOLVED to confirm that the following payments be made:

· Paid in between meetings

· Wilson – salary and working from home August 2024 – paid in between meetings £162.10
· HMRC – August 2024 – paid in between meetings £38.00
· 123 Reg Domain renewal £14.39 reimbursed to A. Wilson

· To be paid at the meeting

SALC Annual Subscription £229.41
                  Wilson – salary and working from home September 2024 £162.61
                  HMRC £38.00 
                  Cllr. B. Higgins Postage £12.54 and special envelope 90p
                  External Audit - £210 + £42.00 VAT total £252.00

ii) External Audit

Members were asked to consider and note the outcome of the External Audit. The Parish Clerk was not happy with some of the comments as she had provided the information requested.

RESOLVED to note the outcome of the External Audit 2023/2024.


38/2025 Planning

Members were asked to consider and note the following:

i) Planning Applications

24/03454/AMP Upper Cothercroft Pulverbatch
Amendments to planning permission 23/00391/FUL – North West boundary amended Proposed Barn Conversion

RESOLVED that no comment be made.

ii) Applications considered in between meeting

There were none.

iii) Planning Decisions

RESOLVED that Members noted the following granted applications:

· 23/04645/FUL Wilderley Hall Farm Pulverbatch
                        Erection of agricultural shed for cattle and storage




· 24/02770/DIS Wilderley Hall Farm Pulverbatch
                        Discharge of conditions 3 (drainage), 4 (tree protection) and 5      
                        (tree planting) on planning permission of 23/04645/FUL


· 24/02526/TPO (validated 02/07/2024) Castle Cottage Pulverbatch
                       Work to 1 no. Cedar and 1 no. Western Red Cedar (G2) and 1 no.  
                       Pine (T5) (see schedule) protected by the Shrewsbury and Atcham 
                       Borough Castle (Castle Pulverbatch) (Castle Pulverbatch) Tree 
                       Preservation Order 1980 (SA/84)

· 24/02405/FUL (validated 21/6/2024) Land to the South of Pulverbatch
                        Erection of a local need’s exception site dwelling



39/2025 Shropshire Councillor Update

Members were asked to receive a verbal update from Cllr. Dan Morris, Shropshire 
Councillor:

· The stickers for the garden waste bins had not been of the standard expected by Shropshire Council and would be reissued to all residents requesting garden waste collection.
· The Road adjacent to Wilderley Hall Farm leading to Lane Farm, Wilderley road closure had been deferred until 27/11/2024.
· He had been in communication with a resident about a ground water leakage outside Hillcrest. The water had been tested by Severn Trent and was not sewage. The Clerk had also spoken to the resident who had been told that Shropshire Council did not own the road – Cllr. Morris would follow this up. It was felt that due to the amount of rain that the area had had recently that this was just a build up of water which was coming up the seams of the tarmac.
· Shropshire Council had confirmed a Capital Building works project, also part funded through CIL funding and Sport England, at Shropshire Sports Village which included an 8-lane competition pool. Cllr. Morris explained that revenue funding could not pay for such projects. If the Council don’t get on and progress this project and the closure or refurbishment of the Quarry Pool fails then the centre of the county would have nothing- no decision had been made closure of the Quarry Pool. The proposals for the Whitchurch Pool were also going ahead.
· The booking in service for the County’s Waste and Recycling Centres starts on 4th November 2024. One of the reasons this was being implemented was because users were popping over from bordering counties and using Shropshire recycling centres rather than their own.
· Shropshire Council back-office services were moving to the Guildhall following the closure of the University Campus at the suite. It cost about £1.3m to run Shirehall annually and it was proposed to sell the site off for development. This was likely to happen after the elections in May 2025.
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            Questions were asked about what would happen to the Court and the county 
            telecommunications and the bunker that was housed at Shirehall. Cllr. Morris would 
            ask the question and report back to the Parish Council.
· The six weekends of closures of the A49 has been postponed indefinitely. Members were concerned about this as the failings in the road surface and the ground underneath was well known.
· The food waste collection had now stopped and Members questioned what they should do with their food waste now. Cllr. Morris said that the food waste should now be put into the general collection bin. It was going to become a Statutory requirement for councils to collect food waste and the Government were offering grants to start the service. It was expected not to be implemented until 2026.
· Members spoke about the local bus service and how it was rarely full. The question was asked again about the software to book a bus could be altered so it also let residents through an app (if they signed up to it) when the bus was in the area so they could just decide to get it as well as having to book it in advance. Cllr. Morris was asked to obtain the costings of the bus in the last year including how much it has cost per passenger. Various other matters relating to the bus and the service were also spoken about.



40/2025 Shropshire Hills Landscape Trust

Members were asked to note that the Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund is now open for applications.
 
The Fund supports projects which deliver practical conservation work in the Shropshire Hills National Landscape and/or educational and awareness-raising activities relating to the Shropshire Hills and its conservation, especially involving young people.

RESOLVED to note this information.


Cllr. P. Taylor spoke about how he and others had welcomed young people to The Knapp over the summer and had shown them how to sue a scythe, make hay by hand and make rope from hay. Members were very impressed by this project.


41/2025 SALC AGM 

Members were asked to nominate a representative/representative to attend the SALC AGM on 30th October 2024, starting at 4pm in the Council Chamber, Shirehall, Shrewsbury,

RESOLVED that Cllr. D. Taylor be nominated to attend the AGM.



42/2025 Place Plans

Members were asked to consider and note the Place Plans proposed for Shropshire.

RESOLVED that Members had now comment to make on the Place Plans.
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43/2025 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration. The following matters were raised:

· Speedwatch – Cllr. Leong updated Members on Speedwatch. She had been looking for grants towards traffic calming measures or signage.
· Cllr. Leong was contacting Community Safety Partnership and the BREKE Safety Charity.
· The gentleman who used to look after the West Midlands had left now and there was a person responsible for the who of the West Midlands. This meant it was heard to get answers to questions or anything sent to them.
· Cllr. Leond highlighted the increase speeding through the village by informing members of the local statistics for the last few years. There was a concern about the speed of traffic through the Parish going up.



44/2025 New woodland at Picklescott – consultation report and our response to  
              issues raised

Members were asked to consider the contents of an e mail from Forestry England.
 
We recently contacted you about our proposals for a new woodland at Picklescott.
 
We have now carefully considered the responses we received to our public consultation.  
 
These have been summarised into a consultation report together with our response to the key issues raised, and can be viewed here: https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forest-districts/picklescott-consult/results/picklescottconsultationreport.pdf 
 
We will shortly be submitting our proposals for regulatory review by the Forestry Commission ahead of planting the new woodland.  As our plans progress, we will update our website at https://www.forestryengland.uk/article/new-woodland-Picklescott

RESOLVED that Members understood that the land may not be suitable for a woodland due to rock, had electric cables running through it and that the land as it is now i.e. agricultural use had a bigger carbon footprint. Questions were asked about whether a change of use would be needed and Members noted that the house had been sold off with a small amount of land. It was felt that there was enough woodland in the area and noted that the proposals for this was in a neighbouring parish so Members would not be commenting on it.


45/2025 Date of next meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council will be held on Thursday 28th November 2024.

Members noted the meetings for the remainder of the municipal year would be held on:

· Thursday 30th January 2025
· Thursday 27th March 2025
· Thursday 15th May 2025 – Annual Meeting and Annual Parish Meetings  

Signed …………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………..
                 Chairman
	
	
	



