	
	
	



  

CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 6th February 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in Pulverbatch Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. B. Higgins – Chairman
               Cllr. L. Clarkson
               Cllr. J. Conde
               Cllr. D. Taylor
               Cllr. P. Taylor

Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk
                      Member of the public for public questions only

58/2025 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to receive apologies of absence for this meeting.

· Cllr. L. Leong – personal reasons
· Cllr. P. Whitley – family commitment
· Cllr. D. Morris Shropshire Councillor – personal reason


59/2025 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman extended the sympathies of the Parish Council to the Parish Clerk who had recently lost her Father. The Parish Clerk thanked the Members present.


60/2025 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.


61/2025 Public Question Time and Participation

There were no members of the public present.


62/2025 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 28th November 2024 with the following addition:

Members noted that the drains and gulley used to be cleared on a regular basis in the Parish by Shropshire Council.

Members RESOLVED at this point that the Parish Clerk ask Shropshire Council to send a programme of their proposed drain and gulley cleaning in the parish annually.
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RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders. 

A resident came and spoke with the Parish Council about the planning application for a local needs house. Whilst Shropshire Council had adopted the Local needs Policy, which if supported by the Parish Council, should ensure that any application is approved there appeared to be a lack of understanding by the Planning Officers of the uniqueness of Church Pulverbatch where apart from the three settlements the parish has a large area where dispersed settlements are part of the parish. The resident asked that the Parish Council extended their comments to point this out and support the needs of the applicant who has responsibility for various generations of their family and the business on the site. It was noted that many residents had already written in support of the application. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would put together wording for the Parish Councillors to extend the comments previously made by the council for agreement by the Members after which the Parish Clerk would send in further comments.

RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders.


63/2025 Finance

i) Payments 

RESOLVED that the following payments be made:

· Paid in between meetings

· Wilson – salary and working from home December 2024 – paid in between meetings £162.41
· HMRC – December 2024 – paid in between meetings £38.20

· To be paid at the meeting

· A. Wilson – salary and working from home January 2025 £162.41
· HMRC £38.40 (20p underpaid in May 2024)
· Hugo Fox website monthly payment £11.99 – December 2025                 reimbursed to Anne Wilson 
· Hugo Fox website monthly payment £11.99 – January 2025                   
                  reimbursed to Anne Wilson
· D M Payroll Services Ltd – Administration of Payroll from  
                  December 2024 – March 2025 £40.00
· Church Pulverbatch Village Hall Hire for Parish Council meetings – May 2024 to March 2025 £60

Members noted that three cheques would be written at the meeting and that the Parish Clerk would make the payment to DM Payroll Services Ltd (to be reimbursed to her) as the Council only had three cheques left in the cheque book. 

RESOLVED that two Councillors sign the letter from the Parish Council to obtain a new cheque book.

Two bank statements had been sent to the address of the previous Parish Clerk but Members noted that the Parish Council address had been changed at the bank last year. The Parish Clerk would chase this matter and find out why this was happening.
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· Parish Council Budget and Precept

Members were asked to consider the Budget and Precept for 2025/2026 and following discussion RESOLVED that the following be agreed:

a) Budget £5000
b) Precept £5000 
c) Band D Equivalent £25.86

        

64/2025 Planning

Members are asked to consider and note the following:

i) Planning Applications

· 25/00104/TCA Huntingdon Church, Church Pulverbatch
            Reduce crown by approx. 2 metres and prune 4 no. branches back from house from 
            1 no. Horse Chestnut within Church Pulverbatch Conservation Area

             RESOLVED that Members made no comment subject to the agreement of the  
             Shropshire Council Aboriculturalist.

ii) Applications considered in between meeting

· Proposed erection of local needs single plot exception site dwelling - Proposed Local Needs Dwelling To The South Of Pulverbatch Shrewsbury Shropshire

iii) Planning Decisions

RESOLVED that Members noted the following:

·  24/04076/FUL Oakdene Wrentnall Shrewsbury
             Alteration and Extension

iv) Planning Enforcement

RESOLVED that Members noted the following:

Date Received: 06/01/2025
Reference: 25/10529/ENF
Status: Pending Consideration
Address: Rustic Cottage, Wrentnall, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 8EB
Description of Issue: Alleged breach of planning control concerning deterioration of non-designated heritage asset during reconstruction works.


65/2025 Shropshire Councillor Update

RESOLVED that Members noted the written update from Cllr. Dan Morris, Shropshire Councillor sent to Members in his absence from the meeting.

Members raised the fact that the report asked for about the finance and usage of the bus service had not yet been supplied. 
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It was noted that there definitely was a leak at the southside of Hillcrest in Castle Pulverbatch. Severn Trent has said that there was not leak but there definitely is. 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk contact Severn Trent.


66/2025 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration.

a) Road Closure:  

RESOLVED to note the following:

Pulverbatch to Bridges
Start Date: 17th March 2025
End Date: 19th March 2025
Purpose: Carriageway repairs
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Works Promoter Ref: UJ20823339856/UJ20840904572
Enforcement pattern for Pulverbatch to Bridges:
From Monday to Friday 09:30 - 16:00


b) Items relating to the parish:

i) Nature Recovery Notes

Cllr. D. Taylor had attended the SALC Nature Recovery meeting where it had been said that the parish should have half of their wildlife recovery and nature recovery including verges in their local scheme. He had attended the Shropshire Council Recovery Conference where it was stated that Parish Councils have a duty of nature recovery in each parish area and as such should have a Nature Recovery Plan. 

RESOLVED that a Nature Task Group and each Parish Council should have an agenda item about the task group and parish plan on it.

On the 18th January 2025 Cllr. D. Taylor had attended the Local Nature Recovery Strategy meeting where Shropshire Council were asking people and councils what their priorities were. Shropshire Council then publish their draft plan for nature recovery by March 2025. This will the be consulted on and published by the Autumn 2025.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council delegate authority to set up a Working Party made up of local groups and organisations and residents to look at a Nature Recovery Plan for the Church Pulverbatch Parish Council area to promote nature within our community – little steps – to report to the Parish Council at each meeting. The Working Party should have a section in the Parish Magazine each edition to promote the group and their work.

ii) Parish Council website – there were various elements out of date and missing from the Parish Council website. It was felt that the local organisations had a responsibility to the Clerk to send up to date information when there were any changes – Councillors offered to chase these organisations. There was a set of minutes missing which the Clerk would remedy.
iii) Trees at Pulverbatch Cemetery – a tree branch had fallen down across a grave but it had not damaged the tree and had now been removed. There was concern about the shallow roots of many trees in the cemetery and whether the same would happen again. There were two trees opposite Churton Farm and Shropshire Council tree team had a long list of tree works to carry out at the moment. 
iv) Green Spaces & Active Travel Fund - Wellbeing Benches - Expression of Interest – it was RESOLVED that it was felt that there were no benches needed at the current time but Members were asked to let the Parish Clerk know it anyone had ideas going forward.
v) Parish Council Elections – Members noted that there was likely to be at least one vacancy at the May election and agreed that the role of the Parish Councillor should be promoted to ensure that any vacancy be filled.
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk write something about the role of a Parish Councillor for the Parish Magazine and design a poster for the noticeboards and website.
vi) WI 100th Anniversary – Church Pulverbatch WI are 100 years old this year and will be planting a Rowan or Silver Birch in the field to commemorate. The Parish Council supported this proposal.


67/2025 Date of next meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council will be held on Thursday 27th March 2025 at 7.30 p.m.




Signed ………………………………………………..    Date …………………………………….

                  Chairman
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