	
	
	



  

CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 25th July 2024 in Pulverbatch Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Cllr. B. Higgins – Chairman
               Cllr. J. Conde
               Cllr. D. Taylor
               Cllr. P. Taylor
               Cllr. P. Whitley

Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk


19/2025 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to receive apologies of absence for this meeting from:

· Cllr. L. Clarkson – unwell
· Cllr. D. Morris – family commitment


20/2025 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed Councillors to the meeting.


21/2025 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there are no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.


22/2025 Public Question Time and Participation

There were no members of the public present.


23/2025 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 23rd May 2024.


24/2025 Finance

· Payments 

RESOLVED to confirm that the following payments be made:

· A. Wilson – June 2024 £162.61
· HMRC – June 2024 £38.00
· A. Wilson – July 2024 £162.41
· HMRC – July 2024 £38.20

·       Bank Statement

      RESOLVED that Members received an update on the Bank Reconciliation for 
      2023/2024 and agreed that the Chairman to go to Lloyds in Shrewsbury to obtain 
      a copy of the whole year’s bank statement for 20-23/2024.

      Further RESOLVED that the Clerk would write two letters to take to the bank for   
      the Chairman to take – one about the change of the Clerks address which ahs 
      not yet been implemented and the second asking for bank statements for both 
      accounts for the last financial year. A copy of the minutes where the Chairman 
      has the authority to ask for this would also be taken.

· End of Year Audit

Members noted that additional paperwork has been requested by the External Auditors to fulfil the requirements of an intermediate audit regime.


25/2025 Planning

RESOLVED that Members considered and made the following decisions:

i) Planning Applications

· [bookmark: _Hlk172915956]24/02405/FUL Land to The South of Pulverbatch Shrewsbury Shropshire
            Erection of a local needs exception site dwelling 

            RESOLVED that Members supported this application.

· 24/02526/TPO Work to 1no. Castle Cottage Pulverbatch Shrewsbury Shropshire Cedar and 1no. Western Red Cedar (G2) and to 1no. Pine (T5) (see schedule) protected by the Shrewsbury & Atcham Borough Council (Castle Pulverbatch) Tree Preservation Order 1980 (SA/84) 

RESOLVED that Members leave the decision on this application to the Aboriculturalist at Shropshire Council.

· 23/04645/FUL - Wilderley Hall Farm Pulverbatch Shrewsbury                         Discharge of conditions 3 (drainage), 4 (tree protection) and 5 (tree planting) on planning permission

RESOLVED that Members have no comment to make on this application.
ii) Applications considered in between meeting

RESOLVED that Members noted the application and had supported the application:

•	Land To the South of Pulverbatch Shrewsbury Shropshire
      Erection of a local needs exception site dwelling
      This application was refused and has been resubmitted 
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iii) Planning Decisions

There were none as at the time of writing the agenda.


26/2025 Shropshire Councillor Update

RESOLVED to note that in the absence of Cllr. Dan Morris, Shropshire Councillor the following report was noted:


i) Chance to comment on planned changes to parking charges

People are being asked for their comments on planned changes to parking charges across Shropshire.  The changes affect off-street car parks and on-street parking.  The new charges are being introduced as Shropshire Council wishes to ensure that sufficient parking spaces are available to visitors who most need to use them at all times of the week.  They aim to achieve this by discouraging drivers of vehicles from unnecessarily entering congested parts of towns throughout the county, for example the Shrewsbury River Loop.  The changes are also intended to encourage use of more distant, quieter car parks, or preferably alternative modes of transport such as buses, park and ride or active modes such as cycling and walking.
The new charges were agreed by the council’s Cabinet in April 2024 and the legal traffic regulation orders (TROs) that will enable the new charges to be enforced have now been published. As part of the TRO process people have until 8 August 2024 to comment on the proposals.  See the Shropshire council website for details of how to comment.

ii) Consultation opens on changes to Shrewsbury CCTV provision

To help Shropshire Council make £62.5m savings from its budget this year to survive financially, a public consultation on how it runs and funds CCTV monitoring in Shrewsbury town centre has opened.  Shrewsbury is the only Shropshire town where the council funds and runs a 24/7 monitored CCTV service.  However, to close its budget gap, the council is reviewing non-mandatory services and see if it can provide these more efficiently.  Its budget plans are for £62.5m in savings in 2024/25 and all non-statutory services are under review. The Medium-Term Financial Strategy, agreed in February, identifies a £334,000 saving through a new model for Shrewsbury town centre CCTV monitoring and out of hours emergency call handling.  To give your view go to www.shropshire.gov.uk/cctvshrews. The consultation will run until 4 September.

iii) Cabinet approves garden waste subscription service – and agrees to keep all recycling centres open

Shropshire Council’s Cabinet has agreed to introduce an annual charge of £56 for the collection of garden waste from the kerbside – and to keep all five of the council’s household recycling centres remain open.  It follows a consultation that ran from 9 April to 20 May [2024] and asked people what they would be willing to pay for a garden waste subscription, and for their thoughts about proposals to close two recycling centres.  The plans have been put forward to help Shropshire Council makes £62m of savings.  A charge of £56 has been agreed as this is in line with the fee charged by neighbouring authorities for garden waste collection, and covers the risk of any revenue shortfall if participation levels are lower than expected.  More information about the garden waste subscription service can be found on the Shropshire Council website at www.shropshire.gov.uk/gardenwaste.

Meanwhile all five recycling centres are set to remain open but close one day a week to help make the required savings. This is most likely to be on a Wednesday or Thursday – the least popular days for visitors – with a final decision to be made in conjunction with the council’s waste contractor Veolia.  The new garden waste subscription service will be introduced from 1 October 2024, with the annual subscription covering the period 1 October 2024 to 30 September 2025. A payment window will be open from September 2024 to March 2025.  Garden waste collections will stop from 1 October 2024 for anyone that hasn’t subscribed by this date.

From this date food waste collections will be suspended as councils cannot charge for this service. However, all councils in England must introduce a weekly food waste collections to all properties in 2026 and Shropshire would introduce a new food waste collection service by this date.  Subscribers to the garden waste service will no longer be able to put food waste in their garden bin.  Cabinet has also agreed a new booking system for the recycling centres, which will help to reduce queues at busy times and encourage more recycling by enabling centre staff to better engage with visitors.  Plans for transforming bus services across Shropshire published

iv) Plans for transforming bus services across Shropshire published

Improvements are to be made to bus services across the Shropshire Council area in the coming months, along with a fare reduction on both Shrewsbury and Ludlow Park and ride.  The changes are being made following the award of £1.8m of Network North funding by the Department for Transport (DfT). All are included in Shropshire Council’s refreshed Shropshire Bus Service Improvement Plan, which is published today (Wednesday 17 July 2024) and sets out the council’s vision for transforming bus travel in Shropshire in the coming months and years.  The improvements to be introduced this year – based on comments from councillors and local residents – are:

•	Bus service frequency increase on services 64 (Market Drayton to Shrewsbury) and 436 (Bridgnorth to Shrewsbury).
•	401 Oswestry Town service – new route added to the existing service.
•	722 Ludlow Park and ride (town service) – a standalone service to be provided, with an express shuttle from the ECO park and ride site to the railway station and town centre.
•	Improvements to the other two Ludlow town services, 701 and new 702
•	Shrewsbury Park and ride – fare reduction from £2 return to £1 return, until March 2025.
•	Ludlow Park and ride – fare reduction from £2 return to £1 return, until March 2025.
•	The changes are set to be introduced over a three-to-four-month period, from August 2024.

Shropshire Council’s new on-demand bus service has been expanded from Monday 15 July to include the Sutton Farm area of Shrewsbury – with new users being offered 50% off travel for the first two weeks. It was launched in December 2023, initially in two zones, and with plans in place to expand the service on a zone-by-zone basis.  It has replaced the 544 (Shrewsbury to Lyth Hill) and 546 (Shrewsbury to Pulverbatch) bus services (Zone 1), and provides links to the new residential developments at Otley Road in Shrewsbury, not previously served by public transport (Zone 2).  Now ‘Zone 2’ is being expanded to include areas including Tailstock Crescent, Sutton Road, Sutton Way, Mereside, Tudor Road and Marden Medical Practice, providing these communities with more options for travel in and out of Shrewsbury town centre.  At the same time The Abbey church will be added to the list of Connect On-Demand stops within the town centre, for use by customers in both zones 1 and 2.

The Connect On-Demand bus service will also be further expanded from January 2025 to include the new Weir Hill housing development, Shrewsbury Business Park and Salop Leisure in Shrewsbury, with a new bus to be used.  A new app will also be developed that can be used to book journeys, plan routes and more across the entire Shropshire local bus network.  The BSIP has cross-party support and is supported by bus operators through the Shropshire Bus Enhanced Partnership.  Aspirations for 2025 onward include extended hours and frequency for core services, and for both park and ride services, plus Sunday services, and the countywide roll-out of the Connect On-Demand service, along with electric buses and better bus information. Improvements to cross-border services and community transport are also proposed. It’s estimated that these improvements would cost £73.5m.

v) Councillors investigate impact of new housing developments on public services

A group of Shropshire councillors has carried out an investigation to consider how the impacts of new housing developments upon schools and GP practices are identified and funded by developers, to help meet any increase in demand and pressure on provision.  The report of the ‘developer contributions task and finish group’ of councillors – including their seven recommendations – was presented to Shropshire Council’s Economy and Environment Scrutiny Committee for consideration on Thursday 11 July 2024.  The results of this can be seen at the following link:
https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/documents/s38143/Appendix%201%20-%20Developer%20Contributions%20Report.pdf

vi) River Severn Partnership wins second award in a week

The River Severn Partnership (RSP) is proud to announce its success at The MJ Achievement Awards 2024, where it won the award for Innovation in Partnerships.  The RSP is a multi-sector, cross-border collaboration designed to build resilience and prosperity for the 2.6 million people living within the Severn Catchment.  This accolade comes hot on the heels of the RSP’s earlier success at the Local Government Chronicle Awards (LGC) 2024 where it received the Public Partnership award.  Praising the RSP submission, MJ Achievement Award judges said the partnership had well evidenced need in the River Severn Catchment for intervention, and an ambition not only to improve economic, social and environment outcomes, but to bring innovation to policy.  The judges also recognised the RSP for its bold strategy, and recognised its strong leadership, for generating a series of important early outputs that are laying the foundations for future work.  The submission was also recognised for its strong evidence of engagement and partnership, and a broad range of funders and investors from public and private sector who are sponsoring the programme.

vii) Work began in June to improve and enhance Shrewsbury railway station area

Work to enhance and improve the area to the front of Shrewsbury railway station – including improvements to walking and cycling routes – began in June.  The area includes the gyratory next to Shrewsbury railway station, connecting Castle Gates (A5191), Chester Street (A528), Smithfield Road (A458) and Cross Street (A528), along with areas to the north and south.  The work – being carried out by local company McPhillips Ltd on behalf of Shropshire Council – is externally funded, and is set to be completed by summer 2025. Phase one of the work then began on Monday 24 June and included work on Castle Foregate and Castle Gates, and with the closure of the left-hand lane on Castle Foregate.  The second phase of work will then begin at the start of September 2024, and will see the right-hand lane closed on Castle Foregate.  Phases three to eight will be carried out in early 2025.  During the work people are being warned to expect delays in the area and drivers are encouraged to use alternative routes, or alternative forms of travel, where possible.

Members made the following comments:

· They were pleased to see the bus service was being extended but there were still concerns about the route the bus took on some occasions and the length of time it took.
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· They were concerned about the lack of information available or shared with the Parish Council with regard to patronage or the cost to run the bus service.
· Concern was expressed about the current lack of food waste collections and questioned where people were putting their food waste at the current time. Members commented on the cost of garden waste.


27/2025 Parish Council website

RESOLVED that Members noted that the website could be got up and running but the monthly payments would need to come of her bank account at the current time due to the bank issues. The Parish Clerk will be sorting this before the next meeting.


28/2025 Road Closure

RESOLVED to note the following:

Road Closure:  Pulverbatch to Smethcott
Start Date: 22nd August 2024
End Date: 27th August 2024
Purpose: Carriageway repairs
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Works Promoter Ref: UJ215HW-1936885
Enforcement pattern for Pulverbatch to Smethcott:
From Monday to Friday 09:30 - 16:00


29/2025 Police and Crime Commissioner – shaping the future of policing in West 
              Mercia

This consultation was circulated to Members in between meetings – Members were now asked to discuss this matter at the meeting for any reply to be senet to the PCC
 

PCC calls on town and parish councils to help shape future of policing in West Mercia
 
Developing a new police and crime plan which reflects the priorities of local communities, Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion is giving town and parish councils an opportunity to shape policing over the next four years. 
 
The PCC’s seventh annual survey encourages town and parish councils to feedback on local policing, share concerns and identify what improvements they would like to see in their area.
 
A record number of councils, 182 in total, had their say last year with 73% of them saying West Mercia Police is doing a fair, good, or excellent job. However, a majority wanted to see an improvement in police visibility. 
Hearing and delivering on those calls, five high-visibility neighbourhood crime fighting units were launched in September 2023. 
 
In the latest financial year, the PCC has committed to increasing already record numbers of police officers, as well as introducing ten dedicated town centre policing teams. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion said: “I believe it’s vitally important that organisations imbedded in their community, who have a deep understanding of local concerns, are listened to.
 
“That’s why I am calling on town and parish councils to complete my survey so I can ensure their views help shape the future of policing in West Mercia.
 
“It’s through valuable input from councils, residents, partners and the force, I will be able to create a police and crime plan that puts at its heart, the priorities of local communities across the three counties.”

RESOLVED that Members had no comment to make on this consultation and commented that they had replied the previous year to a consultation.


30/2025 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration.

· Concern was expressed about the small bits of paper spread across the road in areas such as Habberley Road and Mavon Road. Members were not sure where the paper came from and asked Members to be vigilant. Cllr. Morris would be informed too.
· Cllr. Whitley spoke about Speedwatch and that she was becoming disillusioned due to lack of volunteers but more importantly she was not aware of what happened with the data sent to the Police. The last twice there had been six speeding vehicles reported. This data and how it is dealt with would provide the information required to apply for funding for traffic calming and speed signs etc. 

RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk write a letter of concern to the Police asking for more feedback, asking them to attend when Speedwatch was taking place and asking if they have ever made a visit to Pulverbatch. 

Further RESOLVED that there needed to be few more residents being willing to be volunteers and the village needed to help more.


31/2025 Date of next meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council is on Thursday 3rd October 2024.




Signed ………………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………….

                       Chairman
	
	
	



